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and the majority of the officers, including Admiral Walker,
were expecting action, against the Egyptian port, when to their
surprise they were met with salutes and artillery greetings.

The whole Turkish fleet was thus voluntarily put into the
hands of Mohammed Ali, the only man in the East who could
be entrusted with the future destinies of Islam and the
Khalifate.

Mohammed Ali's exultation at the event was indescribable.
Fate was playing havoc with his enemy, and was placing in
his hands the material that could have wreaked disaster on
him.

Thus in a fortnight, the Turkish Empire had lost its sover-
eign, its army and its fleet. The Ottoman Empire was placed
in such a situation that "henceforward the protection of
Eiarope and the prudence of Mohammed Ali were the only
guarantees which remained to the throne of Abdul Mejid."

On hearing of the successive disasters, the Grand Vizier was
discreet enough to try and conciliate his inveterate enemy,
Mohammed Ali. He sent an envoy to him, apparently to
announce the accession of Abdul Mejid, though really to
negotiate for peace based on an offer of the hereditary posses-
sion of Egypt to Mohammed Ali. But Mohammed Ali, elated
by his recent successes, demanded the hereditary grant of both
Egypt and Syria. The Turkish envoy returned home with a
friendly letter and handsome presents.

To the Chancelleries of Europe, the successive disasters that
befell the Ottoman Empire brought consternation. Palmer-
ston in particular was indignant at Mohammed Ali's
triumph. He could not bear to see Turkey lying prostrate at
the feet of a military adventurer. In the House of Commons
he did not hesitate to tell his critics that as Nezib was placed
outside Mohammed Ali's territories, he could not see how the
Sultan could be regarded as the aggressor.1 To his ambas-
sador at Vienna he wrote that " the result of the battle of June
the 24th cannot entitle Mohammed Ali to any greater favour
from the five Powers, but rather the contrary, because the
battle was fought in defiance of the remonstrances and warn-
ings of the Powers/'2

1 Hansard, 20 August 1839; 27 March 1840.

2 Foreign Office Records: Austria.  Palmerston to Beauvale, 26 July